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Rejoice with me that 2009 continued to show progress in every emphases area. You will find updates and 
opportunities in each column of this newsletter. Please pass them along through your bulletins and newsletters. This 
progress is only possible because you choose to support the MBA through your prayers, your financial gifts, and 
your participation. 
  
Progress toward effective outreach is hard fought in all of our churches. Do not grow weary! The followers of Jesus 
Christ must be very selective with how we spend our time, our money, and our talent. If we truly have been 
crucified with Christ (Galatians 2:19) then our heart’s desire is to do something that impacts eternity every day. The 
five emphases of the Association are biblically proven ways for each believer to impact eternity no matter our age, 
education or skill level. Please help us to continue to integrate each of these five emphases to ensure growth and 
effective outreach across the county. 
  
Impact Eternity through BIBLICAL PRAYER, 1 Timothy 2:1-4. Maintaining your Biblical Prayer Committee 
requires diligent leadership. Satan fears our prayer, and works hard to reduce it. The single greatest indicator of a 
healthy walk with Christ is the depth and frequency of our personal prayer time. We continue to train and challenge 
prayer walkers to pray for the people living on every street in Mobile County.  
  
Impact Eternity through EVANGELISTIC MINISTRY, Luke 19:10. Our MBA goal is to “Pray for and share 
Jesus with every person in Mobile County.” Note the evangelistic ministries column for updates on our participation 
in God’s Plan for Sharing (GPS), the Evangelism Response Center (ERC), Evangelistic Party Trailers and other 
evangelism training opportunities and events. 
  
Impact Eternity through CHURCH DEVELOPMENT, Acts 16:5. Rejoice at the resources available to help 
every church to grow; and those that are willing to pay the price to grow!  Every spiritually healthy church will 
grow. Romans 8:37 describes us as more than conquerors. Our churches can grow! 
  
Impact Eternity through CHURCH PLANTING, Acts 2:46-47. In many countries believers and seekers risk 
their lives to attend church. They do this every week because the human Spirit knows that church is important. We 
impact eternity through helping all people to be able to have corporate worship in their language and cultural setting. 
A priority prayer request is for the Lord to call a Volunteer, or Mission Service Corp Missionary, to help give 
leadership to the MBA Church Planting Emphasis. 
 

 Cowboy Church and Language Churches. Note in this newsletter, information on the need for primary 
sponsors and coalition members to begin Cowboy, Anglo, Filipino, Chinese, Brazilian, Middle Eastern, Deaf, and 
cooperative African American churches. Join us and impact eternity! Contact any MBA staff person, or Church 
Planting Committee member, for more information. 
Impact Eternity through PARTNERSHIP MISSIONS, Matthew 28:18-20. Missionaries in Residence (MIR), 
Gerald and Brenda Burch continue to help with customized missions opportunities. Our goal is for every MBA 
church to send at least one more, than ever before, each year in a local, state, national and international 
partnership missions’ trip. Contact Brother Gerald or Brenda for information about On Missions Celebrations, and 
partnership trips for any size group. 
  
Impact Eternity through Stewardship. Please lead your church to give at least 3 percent of undesignated giving 
to associational cooperative missions. It can be documented that churches that do not support cooperative missions 
have less per capita giving than churches that “tithe” to missions. Churches that cut missions giving for any reason 
see members cut their giving so they can fund their personal needs, or societal projects. We need to be diligent to 
show the superiority of cooperative missions over societal missions. We can accomplish MUCH more locally and 
globally by working together than we can by working individually. 
  
MBA Financial and Audit Report 
Our 2009 Audit showed each ministry area is spending your associational gifts with excellent stewardship. Current 
giving to the MBA reflects the economic challenges that are facing our churches. We are significantly under in 
giving. But we spend based on actual income, so that we maintain a balanced budget. 
  
 



Handling Church Finances 
Here are some guidelines to help churches protect their people from the growing number of offering collectors, 
counters, staff and treasurers who are misappropriating funds. 

1. Insist on yearly independent audits of the church                        financial records in your congregation. 
2. Insist on accountability processes so that no single staff member, or individual (or members of the same 

family), are ever solely responsible for collecting, counting, depositing and spending church funds. 
3. Insist on at least two counters who are not related and deposit cash immediately. 
4. Insist on monthly or quarterly public financial reports that document all income and all expenditures. 

  
Thank You to Those Who Give and Volunteer 
Cooperative Missions is hard work. It conflicts with natural tendencies to look after “us four and no more.” The 
work of the association, the state convention and the denomination is made possible because people recognize that 
looking outward helps us to impact eternity. Every hour you spend in a committee meeting helps us to make an 
eternal difference in Mobile County. So does helping answer the phone at the MBA office, mowing the grass or 
bringing a sandwich to the International Ministries, participating in disaster relief, or painting at Camp Whispering 
Pines. Thank you to those who sacrifice to make cooperative missions possible. May your tribe increase! 
  
It is a privilege to serve with you for these past five years. 
  
In the Lamb, 
Brother Thomas Wright 
  
 


